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Evolution
of a ClassÍc
Regulator's 28 FS updalcs ancl reilnes
a cJassic {.rr.a l",hole ner,^i ili:t-rcjr.aiìcl ol
a 'glc >. GARY caPUTI

rriìÈ r 1990 u uprLrn boathuildcr íonr Nonlì t-,'"1;'" l"-
gil rfodù..d r.16 tì,ot Gnrer consolc tlrrr rJefini Nhrt

t iÌi Esh.úùen è!peci in r midsìz. op.n li\hifg bo.r. lod.i!
1,.188 Rrgúhn,. :6{ lir.f. drc.oÌÌ,f)rn) B ,clijifg rhrt .hs
ric tìsh bo:t rrirh rhc iotroductn,n oi thc .18 FS.

"The 28 i-S i5 rlìc .ù1,ùirlion ofrears 0icusronÙ ùr1
J 'ìe ""e rorr, .,l ".. rr\, ìr.', ,' .'
(lwen lr4arstll. who. snh hi"- wifc, Jorr, hlts oLrrrr,ì ud

oP.rir.d rrl(' coùtrùìl n f.c ús

irlccttior. 1lc,nll ri.ble,r
m fi.d wx\ rk <rrld,ir tir t alt

lnro r l(r ti'tr tlirto,ù.'
tfr tìrst pcr.k ses rt rhc docl,

at lnare\ ( rNc !. ì\liDl.o.
\o, th C:rnirr, nhcrc the

red-andrvhit, bouLr srt in ùe
hdi.g aricrxroù sur o. 3 late

Ocrobcf.l.y It shr.c\ rhe liies
of'hc originrl2(,, bur iù. nìofc
gncelìLl r Lctìncd mrnncr
ìlcrc is l[nllr.r rnrrght Iioc on
rhc h,at tl,rr i,nì oticord br
rondcd corncn. l'o crauplr.
the rLrnrm bows scr $ slisl)llr
urtrunl rnl nccr thr h l snler

rvith rrrlii rhrt nlrtch the crrve oitbe Arrstronii 1)rrcker srp
por ting ùc YrnLrlu l3l){) ourboa,ds.

lhe rnon'l lo,kcJ rt design n<roncurs t,,rLh llge:nrì
nall, dt nrort it b-me rpp:rent dut hur r.J' oihorrrs of
rhorghr antl plurrlrg werr ifro rhis boù. (:rr i. toifr. rhe

nor consolc fcrLur':nglerì moùrrìlg iurlìc!! nN f,oridi rhc

opriùil vi.$inij t)e*F.rive ibr x prir ofl.(ll) \.kifs rs lalgc
as l5 ir.h€r. Ilelow ì' rh. nìoo'i,rti ú fìcc sr(p..s for..s.
ofr ierving the { ìrrrnnrrl fúú PlLb gauge ind sÍ trch paùrl. r\
handv;addcd nrv foL ccll1'h,ner ls ìoc:rc<1 brmccn thc cup
holdos. :nd r nolLltJ dmr opÈns b ,c'r.ìl .ì dr' .oùiprùnrnt
tor gìascs.logbo"L' rr,l othersrrB. ìookirrg.tosn. Llrtn is

64 SALTWATERSPORTSMAN,COM ]ANUAFY 2ON



JANUARY2O]'I SALTWATERSPOR'fSMAN.COM ó5



I FISHABILITY

r làr$ fep box sirh Ecessed roe sp.ce bcn.rrh ìr. Lriidr rlì.
.on$le. rhe herd .ompaimrerr has 6ft f.cr of h.rdrÒon, .úr.1

r 74 gurt dfi.k coole, or rhe fòN. fxcc fonns 
'h. 

iìse for
twin sears conpler€ wjrh paddcd brckJcsb ard hcrdrcÌs.

The transon ofers a full r'ldth ilLLunlmtcd lìsh 1,"',,
fìbeGias w.lli-ùroush .loor ud r rccesed dn,p-dorn **
rhar is prcrccr.d bya flúsh tttfrg fibdgla\s boroD Fhd, nù
ir usc. À dcck hrtdr provides à..ess io rhc gclcoarcd bilgr are.,
tlrough hdl linings ancl pumts. l}e È$ boar fcrn,rcd dr.
opiion :Xdeldr trlle.enterand high'back ìrcìrr scra Nirh
Èldrp MLsttLs ttu*nc as r lerùnìgsurÈce Nb.n s'.!dirB.
ÀrÒihei leùriig fosr otrx,n inchdes a 40-g!llon lilo1tll.

lhe fS $ands tu ròni!fd seaùig, ehlch wì'h.$rÒ!s rr
phce provid* comfoLtabh ìounging ard {ìrhouL beconcs
a hrse cas.hs plafòm.lhc rhrcc bo$'.ohparftns re
insulated, rhe Íio sìd. unlrs dnh orerbord. rnJ rll lì*re
gasket hatches. Tlc bow Lail is lolr àùd rc.essed inbord or
rhe rvjde guù!i"lc, end rhc archor locler rillhtiJ morc
.odf rh.n roult cv.r D.cd. r\ dcck hrtch oper r, rcvearr
456-qurLt imuhrcL{ ns! bo! thà' doulJh\ a! lo.king Íod rnd
gaFsroragc. fii ard 1ìnish rhroughort er supeb, and all

paLs 1ìL nuglv rnJ srcurcly.' as thev 
"-hould.

I spent rhe lìrllxrine dav rvith Orven ìVanitlland ìu pal
BremlLn Súum on a real-world rer, u, ùjtrg rbe bo.r oFshorc
to lìsh for tuia. Île trn, 2.1hour had seer srLongwilds slifr
around th,ee-quartex of the coorpass, rnd lhcn nc circd

Orcgor l et. rlÌe pre\dhrg sn eìl tìo m rbc sou th v'rs runniig
a dghr nù r, four fer o, bener, vidi a confushg drop. llic
28 secnìed unfr€d a\ we ,ar bow inro rLe rncs for 48 nilcs,
ùràirtrrining 3 rclai\d) consnlr25loor ciusc. flìe 28ì pfu
noun.e.l Hrre kepr the spr"I our ofrhc borr and olI dìe ni.elr
exe.u.ed rh.eeaid.d erclosùrc. wc spcDL dìe next sí hoù^
trrllìng, crtchirg bhckfin tuDr, r nrltl Òlithe Ourei tsrnk\.
Tre boar handl.d sclen lires erslll fron the rlouble- Llgged I 6-
toor Lccì Ti.Lle otrÍiqgers rleplored lìon SìdeNinoer oases,n

the {ìbe€la$ T1op. fu n,t is everv bit as ,e6ned s rhe res.r
rhe bo.r, rú'h ioùnJ€d úneb. i(iled edg$, a molded,i. Dd o

borudspmdùlrghr ThÈrcrenìfd3nd,ei.ròiced nù!ìr-
irg rlrfrces for anrenn:s o. ro; and a ratlrrdooc(ìrh a buili-
i! .oD.lúlt iri runnins nre cabl( cl€arh b.cli ro ù. console.

L '\. .- \.l |- | tl"e g

ùd Jrerm àn.l vrynrg rhr cNtre liolr li Lo 4i ùph. lhe
hdl,reLfonns p3 i ricularlv i{ell ù fis'cL +r.cds, rnd rhe bo.r
hàs plenry ofsteed to ol+er wirlì . rop end of jur orer 60
hpl. At 4,100 rpm, rlie 300 Ìan.has \rcrc n.kìng 11 mph,
.ldneriDg 1 j nps, quire rcspefablc lol a fùlll loadcd bo.r
thrt tipped the scaìes around 11,000 pourds. llc dccp-V hull
lrrìred in concens'ith thc brackctcd ourbords ro providc
a soti, dry ridc rhar $'as jusr what rhe doctor ordered for ny
reDder ba.k. T|. Rcgrhroi 28 FS h not ÒnLy thc heir àppù
ent to rhc stìll-populrr 26, bur for rlìls s.ribe. i1ì the !.\r
reìgling .ha!ìpion nì dris size ràùge. !
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