BOAT PROFILE

World Cat 290

Express Cabin

BY DEAN TRAVIS CLARKE

HAVE THE REPUTATION FOR BEING A HUGE FAN OF POWER
multihulls. And T agree with the laws of physics that dictate a catamaran
will ride much more smoothly in rough seas than a monohull. In fact, if

& you travel around the world to those places with some of the roughest
sea conditions, such as Australia, New Zealand and South Africa, you'll find
a preponderance of cats. And those of you who bemoan the aesthetic short-
comings of power cats, take heart: Sheer lines, radius curves and other
pleasing features have moved power cats away from the “brick through the
water” category into the realm of “pleasing to the eye.”

PERFORMANCE

A spring day in Beaufort, North
Carolina, provided calm waters offshore,

with seas only two to three feet at their
worsl. Unfortunately, that represents flai-
calm to the World Cat 290 EC.
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My speed runs showed an optimum
cruise of 29 mph at 4,500 rpm, which
yielded 1.8 mpg Wide-open throttle
moved us along at just a hair better than
40 mph at 5,800 rpm while still getting 1.3
mpg. Thanks to the reduced drag of a
catamaran hull form, you can expect all-
around better fuel cconomy compared to
a monohull of the same size,

Another aspect of cats some people
find difficult to adjust to is the way most
wrn — by heeling over to the outside of
the arc. Not World Cat. In fact, all \\'?'orl_d
Cats turn on a dime, dropping the inside
cornet and spinning almost as fast as a
PWC. With the combo of performance and
silky power-assist steering, precious few
monohulls can claim such responsiveness
without tossing a passenger overboard in
the process.

You'll also appreciate that with a cata-
maran — especially one powered with the
high-torque Suzuki 250 four-strokes — you
experience no bow rise when climbing
onto plane, so you never lose sight of the
borizon nor those hoats in front of you,
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